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Welcome message

Hello and welcome to the latest edition of the River 
Times, your update on London’s new super sewer.

It’s been a very busy few months for us here on the Central 
section of the project with the start of our tunnelling works.

Tunnel boring machine (TBM) Millicent, named after 
suffragist Dame Millicent Fawcett, has been burrowing away 
westwards from our Battersea site for the past three months.

And as this edition went to print we were set to successfully 
launch our second machine, Ursula (named after Dr Audrey 
‘Ursula’ Smith, a British cryobiologist), starting her eastward 
journey beneath the Thames to Bermondsey. Turn to page 5 
to find out more about Millicent’s progress and how she will 
help clean up the Thames.

Elsewhere in this edition, we’ve got coverage of the Tideway-
sponsored Active Row programme, news of our divers’ 500th 
incident-free dive (both page 4), and news of the hundreds of 
fish saved at Blackfriars (page 5).

Further back, you’ll find coverage of our ‘exchanging places’ 
initiative in front of the Royal Hospital Chelsea (page 6), 
where cyclist commuters had the opportunity to experience 
the road from a trucker’s perspective.

All this, plus news of two giant flumes installed in Chelsea 
and the changing shape of the River Thames (page 7).

I hope you enjoy this snapshot of our work, but for more 
news from your area, go to tideway.london/locations.

And, as ever, if you have any comments or questions, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch – we’d love to hear from you. 

Ricardo Ferreras, Deputy Project Director

This is the latest issue 
of Tideway’s regular 
community newsletter, 
produced especially for 
our neighbours in the 
central section of the 
project. 

This newsletter will feature up-
to-date news on our events, 
our progress and other exciting 
things happening in your area. 
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about us

London relies on a 150-year-old sewer 
system built for a population less than half 
its current size. 

As a result, tens of millions of tonnes of raw 
sewage overflow the system each year and 
end up in the River Thames.

That’s where we come in... 
We’re building a 25km ‘super sewer’ 
under the Thames to intercept those nasty 
overflows and clean up our river.

The project will also bring thousands of new 
jobs, as well as new public space, creating a 
better environment for Londoners.
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Local News For more about the Active Row 
programme, go to  
londonyouthrowing.com/active-row 

Eighty of London’s best young rowers, including 
some from schools in Kensington and Chelsea, 
participated in the Tideway-backed ‘Active Row’ 
finals earlier this year.

The event, which included pupils from Cardinal 
Vaughan Memorial School, saw eight teams of 
rowers from seven London schools competing.

Active Row is London Youth Rowing’s flagship 
engagement programme and aims to get 8,000 
young people active through rowing.  
 
Hannah Shears, Programme Director for Active Row, 
said: “The support from everyone at Tideway was 
fantastic and the young rowers had an absolutely 
brilliant day.”

Work is underway above and below ground. But 
in the depths of the Thames another team has 
been busy helping build London’s super sewer. 

A group of divers has completed more than 500 

dives across the project’s central sites.

Working at sites in Blackfriars, Chelsea and Victoria 
Embankment, their tasks include welding and mud-
sucking, supporting the construction of new pieces 
of land being built in the River Thames.

These new pieces of land will allow shafts to be 
built to connect the existing Victorian sewers to the 
new 25km Thames Tideway Tunnel. 

Professional diver Adam Blagg said: “You get a 
chance to work in some places that no one else 
has ever seen. Visibility is zero but you can hear all 
sorts of different noises, including the tube.” 

Alex Wood, Dive Supervisor working on Tideway, 
added: “The Thames is very tidal, which brings its 
own challenges; it varies massively what we do. It’s 
been a really interesting project.”

young rowers compete in active row finals

Divers celebrate 
500th thames dive
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Local News
The tunnel boring machine creating 
a 5km section of the Thames 
Tideway Tunnel has passed the 
600-metre mark.

Millicent, named after suffragist Dame 
Millicent Fawcett, is one of six TBMs 
creating London’s new ‘super sewer’ 
and began in Battersea in December. 

At the time of writing, the giant 
machine was tunnelling around 50 
metres below ground and making 
good progress. 

The machine recently passed safely 
within eight metres of the capital’s 
largest water pipe, a huge piece of 
work that required more than two 
years of detailed planning. 

full steam ahead 
for tbm millicent

Hundreds of fish were saved at Tideway’s site by 
Blackfriars Bridge after a key milestone in the creation of 
new land in the Thames was hit. 

Almost 800 fish, including roach, dace and carp (pictured) 
were safely transferred back to the River Thames after 
becoming trapped.

Hundreds of fish saved 
by blackfriars bridge

Left to right: Roach, 
dace and carp 
removed from site 
in Blackfriars 
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TIDEWAY NEWS

Cyclists in ‘exchanging 
places’ event in chelsea

Cyclists passing 
along the Thames 
in Chelsea were 
able to experience 
the road from 
a lorry driver’s 
perspective.

The initiative, named ‘exchanging places’, was hosted 
by Tideway and allowed cyclists to climb into an HGV 
cab and experience the potential blind spots for drivers. 

Cyclists who stopped by the Royal Hospital Chelsea 
were also able to benefit from some free bike 
maintenance thanks to Tideway. 

Around a dozen cyclists died in London in 2018, so 
Tideway regularly hosts these exchanging places 
events to allow the cyclists to experience what can be 
seen – and not seen – at the wheel of an HGV. 

A new book documenting the history of 
the Thames Tideway Tunnel, written by 
the project’s former head, was 
released in February. Author 
and civil engineer Phil Stride 
presents his account of 
the story to begin work on 
London’s new ‘super sewer’. 
‘The Thames Tideway Tunnel: 
Preventing Another Great 
Stink’ is available now. 

A six-month closure of the embankment at 
Blackfriars has been averted thanks to some 
clever design by engineers. The feared closure 
was due to a Victorian gas main under the site. 
But a new method has prevented the delay. 

Road closure avoided 

Tideway 
apprentice 
awarded 
prestigious 
Scholarship

Tideway memoir released
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T H ET H A M E ST I D E W A YT U N N E LP R E V E N T I N GA N O T H E RG R E AT  S T I N K
F O R E W O R D  B Y  S I R  P E T E R  B A Z A L G E T T E

P H I L  S T R I D E

I N 1858, ‘The Great Stink of 
London’ made much of the 

city along the River Thames 

uninhabitable. Between 1848–54, 

nearly 25,000 Londoners had died 

of cholera, a disease borne by foul 

water. Joseph Bazalgette saved the 

city, building sewers that would serve 

4 million people and stop waste 

emptying into the Thames.
These remarkable sewers still the 

backbone of London’s sewerage 

system today, but London’s population 

is now approaching 10 million. The 

sewers can’t hope to cover that many 

people. There is a danger that ‘The 

Great Stink’ may happen again.
This is where The Thames Tideway 

Tunnel comes in: a £42bn, 25km-

long, 7.5m-wide project that will stop 

virtually all sewers overflowing into 

the Thames and give us a cleaner, 

healthier river and city.The Thames Tideway Tunnel: 

Preventing Another Great Stink is the 

inside story on the tunnel, from the 

drawing board to breaking ground, 

and all the steps along the way. 

Written by Phil Stride, a leading civil 

engineer, it is a unique chance to see 

behind the scenes of an incredible civil 

engineering project that will transform 

the environment and the sewers, and 

meet the people who’ve taken the 

project forward over the last ten years.

£20.00

PHIL STRIDE is the Strategic Projects 

Director at Bazalgette Tunnel Ltd, 

the company that is financing and 

delivering the Thames Tideway 

Tunnel. He was head of the project 

for the majority of its existence and 

has been engaged in this amazing 

engineering feat from the start, 

having worked in the water industry 

for over forty years. He is recording 

this story as a legacy for future 

generations to learn from his and the 

project team’s experiences.

Underneath the River Thames, the UK’s 

largest-ever underground engineering project 

is taking shape.

‘Delighted that [Phil is] writing the book . . . so important to capture the learning from 

this fantastic project.’ 

Victoria Borwick, former Deputy Mayor of London

‘A fascinating account of the trials, hazards and occasional perils of making the greatest 

contribution to the cleansing of the Thames since Sir Joseph Bazalgette in Victorian 

times, written by one who was at the centre of the operation.’

Dr Stephen Halliday, author of Journey to Crossrail and The Great Stink of London

‘A comprehensive and authoritative overview of one of the great engineering projects of 

our time, written by someone who was at the heart of the action from the outset.’

Nick Raynsford, former chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Infrastructure

‘A fascinating insight into how communities can help shape big infrastructure projects.’

Justine Greening, MP for Putney and former Secretary of State for Education

News in brief

An apprentice engineer who began her career 
on the Tideway project in Battersea has been 
awarded the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) 
QUEST ‘Technician Plus’ scholarship. Bianca 
Wheeler (pictured) said she was “honoured” to 
represent the ICE with this award. For information about staying safe 

while cycling in London, visit  
tfl.gov.uk/modes/cycling/
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A new piece of land being created in Nine Elms 
as part of Tideway’s mission to clean up the 
River Thames has hit a key milestone.

The outer perimeter of the new land has been 
completed and sealed – allowing the team to begin 
removing objects within the ground and backfilling 
the area to bring it up to ground level.  

New land is being created at this site to give the 
team space in which to build one of two deep 
shafts, which will connect the existing pumping 
station to the main tunnel.

Once Tideway is finished in the area, this new land 
will be landscaped for public use – one of a number 
of sites along the river where new public space is 
being created.

This demanding work (carried out next to a 
pumping station) was a huge success, and was 
completed with zero accidents. 

public space created 
in river thames in 
nine elms, battersea 

The new areas of public space being created by 
Tideway along the River Thames are beginning 
to take shape.

Six pieces of public space are being built (in the 
central section) as part of our work and will become 
public land for Londoners to visit and enjoy. 

This image shows two new flumes recently 
installed in the land being created along Chelsea 
Embankment. 

The two 27-tonne flumes connect the existing sewer 
network to the river – allowing Tideway to continue 
working without disrupting the network’s function. 

River Thames’ new shape becomes clear 
as work on public spaces continues
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For more information about Tideway, our language 
interpretation service or for Braille and large print:

08000 30 80 80
www.tideway.london 
helpdesk@tideway.london

OPPORTUNITIES

At Tideway, we’re always on 
the lookout for new people 
to join our team and are 
committed to recruiting from 
the boroughs in which we 
work.

Whether you’re looking for 
work on site or in an office, 
we regularly have a wide 
variety of roles to fill, ranging 
from site operatives to 
communications officers. 

If you’re interested in working 
with us, get in touch and 
lookout for a Tideway jobs 
fair in your area.

To apply, and for the 
latest jobs in your 
area, go to  
tideway.london/about-
us/jobs

Meet the apprentice

Learned at Tideway
Since joining Tideway, I have learnt a lot, from the design process 
to construction methodology to just how important health and 
safety is, both ensuring it is thought about in the design stage and 
integrated during construction. Having the correct culture on site 
is also key, ensuring that everyone works in a safe manner.

Enjoyed at Tideway 
I have enjoyed working with different teams. I started in the 
design engineering team at Kirtling Street, which gave me an 
opportunity to gain an understanding of the design of each 
site, and how everything works together. Now at Chelsea 
and Falconbrook, I spend more time on site, looking at the 
construction methodology, and ensuring the work is carried out 
to the expected standard. I enjoy the challenges that come with 
working on such large project and enjoy learning from the team.

Future aspirations
After my Level 3 Apprenticeship, I am looking to go to university 
under an apprenticeship scheme and gain my IEng qualification 
from the ICE. I would like to continue working as an engineer, 
gain my masters and eventually become a chartered engineer. 
Hopefully I’ll be able to work as an engineer across the world.

One in 50 of the 4,000 jobs the Tideway 
project will create will be an apprenticeship. 

Civil Engineering Apprentice 
Chelsea Embankment Foreshore

Paul Fernandes

If you’d like to join us 
for a boat tour on the 
Thames, simply email us at 
BoatTours@tideway.london 
to register your interest! 
(Spaces limited)


